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On April 28, the Peruvian government reported that 62 guerrillas and eight soldiers were killed,
and 24 soldiers were wounded in fighting early Friday near Los Molinos, a tiny village located in the
Andes mountains, 200 km. east of Lima. An army communique said two of the dead guerrillas were
identified as Bolivians and two others were thought to have been Colombians who were leading the
rebel unit. In a brief radio statement, President Alan Garcia said that the rebels were from the Tupac
Amaru Revolutionary Movement, active since 1984. It was the highest number of rebels slain in any
single clash between rebels and government forces. Next, according to a military report, 15 Sendero
Luminoso guerrillas died in a separate clash with an elite police unit close to Santa Rosa, a jungle
village about 450 km. northwest of Huancayo. On April 29, President Garcia traveled to the scene
of the confrontation to view the corpses of the rebels and their captured weapons. He declared, "I
think that the entire country, in view of this dramatic spectacle...should be aware of the enormous
responsibility the anti-subversive struggle represents." Garcia said the army ambushed the rebels
as they rode in two vehicles along a road near Los Molinos. According to the president, the rebels
wore olive-drab uniforms and were armed with grenade launchers. The army said it seized rifles,
automatic pistols, shotguns, grenades and radio equipment. Police reported that the bodies of
three students shot to death Friday by Sendero Luminoso rebels were found at the University of
Huancayo. Both Sendero Luminoso and the Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement are active in the
Huancayo region. The groups are not linked. (Basic data from AP, 04/28/89; AFP, 04/28/89, 04/29/89)
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